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SECTION 1

1.1 Adoption by Board of Supervisors

Resolution



RESOLUTION NO._ 04-74

A RESOLUTION OF THE COLUSA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
ADOPTING THE LOCAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN FOR THE COLUSA
OPERATIONAL AREA

WHEREAS, the President of the United States of America signed into law the
Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (DMA 2000) amending the Robert T. Stafford Disaster
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act by, among other things, adding a new section,
322- Mitigation Planning; and

WHEREAS, Section 322 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act places emphasis on local mitigation planning and requires
local governments to develop and submit hazard mitigation plans by November 1, 2004,
as a condition of receiving Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMPG) and other
Mitigation project grants; and

WHEREAS, the Colusa County Office of Emergency Services has followed this
requirement and has drafted the Colusa Operational Area Local Hazard Mitigation Plan;
and

WHEREAS, the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan is a Multi-jurisdictional Plan
encompassing the Cities of Colusa and Williams and all unincorporated areas of Colusa
Operational Area; and

WHEREAS, the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan was produced of a joint effort by
numerous local government entities, fire and law enforcement agencies with public
mput; and

WHEREAS, the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan was written under the guidance of
the California State Office of Emergency Services following their requirements for
Assessing Vulnerability to disasters either natural or technological; and

WHEREAS, the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan assesses the Operational Area’s
capability to respond to disasters either natural or technological; and

WHEREAS, the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan’s purpose is to reduce or
eliminate the long-term risk to human life and property from hazards either natural or
technological; and



WHEREAS, the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan is submitted to the Colusa Board
of Supervisors for their approval.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Colusa County Board of
Supervisors hereby adopts the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of
Colusa, State of California, this 7 day of December , 2004, by the following
vote:

AYES:

Supervisors Womble, Waite, White and Marshall.

NOES:

None.

ABSENT: Supervisor Scofield.

.(\\}; P e
Nidde . W W VY
Mark\D. Marshall
Chairman, Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:
Kathleen Moran, County Clerk

and Ex-officio Clerk to the
Board of Supervisors

By: (}L"Qzﬂ(ﬂﬁ jﬂq C‘/E
/

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Georgia A. Stearns

CH St

Colusa County Counsel




- 1.2 Multi-Jurisdictional Plan Adoption
City of Colusa- City Council Adoption of Plan

City of Williams~ City Council Adoption of Plan



CITY OF COLUSA
RESOLUTION NO. 05 - 01

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUSA ADOPTING
THE LOCAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN FOR THE COLUSA OPERATIONAL
AREA

WHEREAS, the President of the United States of America signed into law the Disaster
Mitigation Act of 2000 (DMA 2000) amending the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act by, among other things, adding a new section, 322- Mitigation
Planning; and ‘

WHEREAS, Section 322 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance
Act places emphasis on local mitigation planning and requires local governments to develop and
submit hazard mitigation plans by November 1, 2004, as a condition of receiving Hazard
Mitigation Grant Program (HMPG) and other Mitigation project grants; and

WHEREAS, the Colusa County Office of Emergency Services and the City of Colusa Office of
Emergency Services has followed this requirement and has drafted the Colusa Operational Area
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan is a Multi-Jurisdictional Plan encompassing the
Cities of Colusa and Williams and all unincorporated areas of Colusa Operational Area; and

WHEREAS, the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan was produced of a joint effort by numerous local
government entities, fire and law enforcement agencies with public input; and

WHEREAS, the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan was written under the guidance of the California
State Office of Emergency Services following their requirements for Assessing Vulnerability to

disasters either natural or technological; and
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WHEREAS, the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan assess

es the Operational Area’s capa
respond to disasters either natural or technological; and

WHEREAS, the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan’s purpose is to reduce or eliminate the long-term
risk to human life and property from hazards either natural or technological; and



CITY OF COLUSA
RESOLUTION NO. 05- 01

WHEREAS, the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan is submitted to the City Council of the City of
Colusa for their approval.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Colusa hereby
adopts the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan.

ADOPTED as a resolution of the City Council of the City of Colusa at a regular meeting duly
held on the 4th day of January, 2004.

( /
ATTEST:

/

Tedd A. Mehr, City Attorney Barbara Johnson, City Clerk

STATE OF CALIFORNIA)
COUNTY OF COLUSA )ss
CITY OF COLUSA )

I, Barbara Johnson, City Clerk of the City of Colusa, California, do hereby certify that the
foregoing is a true and correct copy of Resolution No. 05-0ladopted by the City Council of the
City of Colusa, California, at a regular meeting thereof held on the 4th day of January, 2005, by

the following vote:

AYES: Walker, Hosmer, MacKaben & Rogers.
NOES: None.
ABSTAIN: None. /

ABSENT: Reische. 3 ‘ : ! )
Barbara Johnson, City Clerk



SENT BY: CITY OF WILLIAMS; 530 473 2445; JAN-11-05 12:24PM; PAGE 2/2

COPY

RESOLUTION 04-38

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF WILLIAMS
TO ADOPT THE COLUSA COUNTY OPERATIONAL AREA
LOCAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN

WHEREAS, the plan is required by federal law (Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000
and 44 CIFD Part 201) as a prerequisite for the receipt of federal grant funds, and
establishes parameters of O.E.S. to carry out post-disaster mitigation activities; and

WHERFEAS, the goal of the plan is to provide the basis for funding pre-
mitigation priorities for projects that save lives and reduce damage, and

WHEREAS, the plan will consolidate the plans of other state agencies and
interagency groups into a comprehensive set of recommendations for California’s long-
term mitigation strategy;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of
Williams adopts the Colusa County Operational Area Local Hazard Mitigation Plan.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Williams on the
8" day of December 2004.

AYES: Barker, Edwards, Frias, Rittmann
NOES:

ABSENT: Azevedo

ABSTAIN:

Kenneth Bdivards Mayor

Rose Bascochea, Deputy City Clerk




1.3 Local Multi-Jurisdictional Planning Participation

The City of Colusa and the City of Williams have been working in conjunction
with the Colusa Operational Area (O.A.) on hazard mitigation planning. Some
products specific to their jurisdictions have been produced with the assistance of
outside funding and hiring of consultants.

The Flood Hazard Mitigation Study by Wood Rodgers is referenced as an
appendix to in this document. This product is the result of the analysis of
watershed flows and the effects on the City of Williams in a repetitive damage
area and outlying areas. Portions of this document were utilized in the risk
assessment for Colusa County’s overall analysis, and FEQA and CEQA guidelines,
input, and documents are included. Public meetings were held for input and
information exchange with the community of Williams and others who were
interested.

The City of Colusa was a partner in the ad hoc committee for the Powell Slough
Levee Hydraulic Analysis planning and production. HDR Engineering was utilized
with funding from an altemate source as the committee had no funding
resource. Colusa Basin Drain also produced a document (Colusa Basin Appraisal,
1990) which shows the cause and effects of localized flooding and potential
mitigation projects.



Section 2

- 2.1 Documentation of the Planning Process

The Colusa OA Hazard Mitigation Plan was prepared over a number of years of
planning meetings. The meetings were public, monthly, and held in alternating
locations throughout the county. The county’s official publishing requirements
following the Brown Act for public meetings were followed. The official meeting
agendas, minutes (both recorded and written) and sign in sheets are compiled in
a separate publication, too large to include here, and is available at the Colusa
County O.E.S. The participants who were involved include local fire
departments, law enforcement, emergency medical, public health, city and
county public works departments, local business leaders, members of the general
public, educators, US Army Corps of Engineers, CalTrans, Colusa Basin Drainage
District, reclamation districts, state O.E.S., National Guard, local congressional
office, and various others. Any persons who could not attend were welcome to
contact the Public Works Department or the O.E.S. to make comments or other
input.

A core planning team was borne from a need to identify county-wide flooding
issues, and took their meetings on the road for other input from the public and
to address other hazards. The core team consists of a representative from public
works, sheriff/O.E.S., private business, iocai government, and the pubiic.

Several projects were identified which needed mitigation, and those projects
were completed, with the majority of funding from the public works department
budget. Although this department’s funding was already small, there was no
other funding mechanism. One large project, with a special committee to plan
its mitigation, was submitted by the O.E.S. for a Project Impact Grant. Colusa
County was designated as a Project Impact Community and awarded the
competitive grant. Those funds were used to construct a permanent flood
protection structure in a repetitive damage area. That project was completed
just as the Project Impact program was being dissolved, but Colusa County
continues to strive to be a disaster resistant county. All other funding avenues
were exhausted in the pursuit of financing the project and the County was luckily
awarded the Project Impact Grant. Without that funding, the repetitive damage
claims from area businesses and residences may have continued in the future as
this project would not have been completed. We plan to soon petition the NFIP
(National Flood Insurance Program) for a re-zoning of the flood maps in that
area.

The evaluation of the completed and incomplete projects listed by the committee
was instrumental in developing the overall scope of the Hazard Mitigation Plan
and its elements. All of the participants were volunteers with no compensation



for their time. The meetings were held in public meeting areas with no expense
to the committee.

2.2 Local Capability Assessment

1. Technical Resources

Colusa County O.E.S. has a nexus to all that the other county departments have
to offer, such as engineering, mapping and planning, financial advice, and the
expertise of the Clerk to the Board of Supervisors and County Counsel in legal
and procedural issues. As employees from some of these departments are
involved with our committees, we were able to draw upon their experience
during the planning process as needed. If future need arises when making
project decisions, we have an open communication to them.

The Department of Planning and Building has an official copy of the County’s
General Plan that used for reference.

The O.E.S. has flood inundation maps which were referred to for additional
information.

As our county is small, much of the risk assessment information is known to each
member of the committee.

(SR L WLV e ¥

2. Financial Resources

There are limited financial resources for our county. The County’s operating
budget is in dire straights with many employees being furloughed to make up
shortfalls. Some employees face the threat of being laid off for these financial
reasons. The O.E.S. has been writing the plan with the sole employee it retains
so as to not incur any related costs. Being a small community, we do not have a
nexus to any community funding, though private business owners donated
$10,000.00 for the funding of the Project Impact Grant matching funds.

The 0.E.S. has worked with the Public Works Department in seeking out any
potential funding through grants to no avail. Federal guidelines have such
restrictions that our projects have not fallen into any category that would qualify
us for their funding.

The planning process has been completed, albeit ever-changing, with the
services of the members of the planning team, which consists of volunteers from



the public and private sectors in the Operational Area. The contact person is the
technician from the O.E.S., who is the keeper of the official documents and data.



Section 3
Risk Assessment
3.1 Identifying Hazards

This Hazard Mitigation Plan addresses several identified hazards within Colusa
County’s Operational Area. These hazards were identified through ongoing
research and evaluation that included input from the Colusa County General
Plan, members of the planning team, Department of Planning and Building,
Public Works, State of California Natural Resources Conservation Service, N.F.I.P.
(National Flood Insurance Program) maps, local businesses, County and City
government, researching past disaster occurrences, and a risk assessment by the
Office of Emergency Services.

The following table identifies those hazards:

HAZARD How Identified Why Identified

A. Flooding = Review of past disaster = The County has experienced
declarations many flood events
= Input from the 3 Offices of = The County maintains a
Emergency Services river, 2 major canals, and
= Input from Public Works Dept. irrigation infrastructure
= Awareness of repetitive damage = Significant storms can cause
areas localized flooding quickly
= Risk Assessments during irrigation seasons

B. Wildfires =« Review of past disaster = 45% of land use is unfarmed
declarations vegetation
= Input by CDF & area Fire Agendies

C. Terrorism = Input from OES - Heightened sense of security

= Risk Assessments

since Y2K and Sept. 2001
= Chemical inventory
throughout the County

D. Earthquakes

= USGS Maps
= Risk Assessments

= Though a minimal threat,
should be addressed

Though not identified here, other natural hazards exist that may befall the O.A,,
though they have been determined to be of minimal risk, impact or loss.




3.2 Profiling Hazard Events

A. Flooding: Colusa County has experienced localized flooding in
repetitive damage areas, one sustaining tractor dealerships, agri
businesses, and a residential area west of the City of Colusa. Those
areas are depicted on the map attached hereto. Two tractor
dealerships and one residential area with approximately 30 homes
exist in this area. Winter storms depositing large amounts of water in
short periods of time are the catalyst for the flooding in those areas
and on roadways, causing closures on major east-west transportation
routes. Heavy rains in times when the surrounding crop lands are
flooded for irrigation purposes compounds the problem. The area
west of Colusa has been protected by a flood mitigation project funded
by Project Impact, though there has not been a severe amount of
localized flooding since its completion to test its protection. The O.E.S.
has utilized N.F.I.P. maps, past disaster declarations and knowledge of
the geography along with input from several county and state agencies
to make a profile to determine what areas are at risk. With localized

flooding, there is little potential for loss of life, however, loss of or
damage to property is possible. The areas mostly affected are rural,
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agncultural Iand and sparsely populated. With the ever-changing
topography of the crop land, risk assessment will occur on a continual
basis. Education and awareness training of emergency planning
personnel will continue.

In an area of north Williams, there is a section of a low-income
residential neighborhood that has seen repetitive damage due to
stream bank overflows during periods of heavy rains. A map of that
area is attached. Approximately 15 homes exist here, with no
businesses or industry housed here. Irrigation water conveyance or
runoff present in the streams contributes to the cause of the
overflows. Maintenance of those stream banks will be monitored, and
the Public Works Department and William Fire Department/Office of
Emergency Services is diligent in patrolling that area during critical
times to ensure that no blockages become present.

Tha Carcamanta Di e Haem [ &
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on the eastern portion, as shown on the attached map. The levees are
patrolled continually during high water, and are maintained by the
various owners, such as the Army Corps of Engineers, Reclamation
Districts, etc. Since dredging the river bottom has been discontinued,



the bottom of the river has become higher, thus the water levels reach
higher on the banks of the 100 year levees. When northern California
reservoirs are nearing maximum capacity, they release water through
the river systems, causing additional burdens on our levees. The
potential for levee breaches and erosion damage has increased. At
one point, the river runs directly adjacent to the City of Colusa along
its entire north boundary. In addition to monitoring and levee patrols,
a notification system is in place for city-wide alerting. The City of
Colusa is the County Seat, largely populated, fills a ten by ten block
grid, has a major east-west travel route one block from the levee, with
all critical services (fire, police, hospital, schools) located within blocks
of the levee. An additional failsafe is in place where a release in the
eastern wall of a section of levee can be made should levee failure
become an imminent threat. The eastern area of the county will then
become a causeway for released waters.

. Wildfires: A section of national forest crosses through the western
area of Colusa County, as depicted on the attached map. United
States Forest Service patrols the areas during wildfire season. A
profile has been made to determine that wildfires are a minor threat to
our area, based on land use listed in the County General Plan and
historical data of previous declarations, with input from area fire
departments, state fire resources and O.E.S. There are some
secondary homes within the forest boundaries which could place
residents in jeopardy of death or injury during a rapidly moving
wildfire. Fire response may be extended depending on C.D.F.
(California Division of Forestry) and Forest Service staffing and the
time of the year. There are volunteer fire resources in one town and
one incorporated city which can respond to certain areas within their
fire jurisdiction, or if called for mutual aid.

. Terrorism: Based on on-going profiling, Colusa County has few targets
for terrorism. The staff of the O.E.S. has been attending training by
the F.B.I. (Federal Bureau of Investigations) for domestic and
intermnational terrorism threat assessment and tested its plans during
Y2K. Since September 2001, those plans have been assessed
themselves, and annexes added to update the plans for new threats.
This updating process will continue, as will training and exercising.
With the input of local utilities such as PG&E (Pacific Gas and Electric
Company), phone services, waste water treatment plants,
environmental health department, petroleum product vendors and
chemical vendors, some potential targets have been identified which
have been observed with a heightened sense of security, though the
probability that any of these will be an actual target is nominal and



prioritized at a lower level of concern. The location of the targets are
mostly rural, with little or no affect expected to area residents, schools,
hospital or critical services should there be an incident. Fluming and
mapping programs are tools which can be used if a more metropolitan
target were threatened, due to their proximity to homes and schools.
A city-wide notification system is in place to alert citizens of any
imminent threat.

D. Earthquakes: Though an earthquake in Colusa County would be of
lite magnitude, the threat has been addressed and planned for.
According to U.S.G.S. (United States Geological Survey) maps, a fault
lies deeply below the northwestern area of the county in a sparsely
populated, relatively flat rural area. The chance that it would be of
any magnitude to cause damage is nominal. No multiple story
residential or commercial buildings are in the fault line, nor are any
critical utilities, services or travel routes. The County General Plan and
the O.E.S.’s Emergency Operations Plan address earthquake threats,
and the O.E.S. participates in the yearly Earthquake Disaster Drill with
area schools. Informational brochures and awareness posters have
been distributed to schools, multi-family residential housing, and the
Department of Health and Human Services to inform citizens on how
to prepare, plan for, react during, and survive an earthquake.

The Colusa County Courthouse, the only two story government
building is undergoing an earthquake retrofit project during the writing
of this plan.

3.3, 3.4, 3.5 Assessing Vuinerability
3.3 Identifying Assets

In previous years, Colusa County has identified critical facilities located in the
County and the hazards to which these facilities are susceptible. Since
September 11™, the County has been accumulating a data base of these
assessed vulnerabilities and includes them by name in this Hazard Mitigation
Plan. A critical facility is defined as a facility in either the public or private sector
that provides essential products and services to the general public, is otherwise
necessary to preserve the welfare and quality of life in the County, or fulfilis
important public safety, emergency response, and/or disaster recovery functions.
Those identified facilities within Colusa County are fire and law enforcement,
hospital, schools, water and wastewater treatment facilities, public utilities,



communications, and courthouse (see attached map.) The projected event may
not affect all locations throughout the county

The O.E.S. and public works department utilized knowledge of the area, history,
and N.F.L.P. maps to prioritize the County’s most vulnerable facilities. The most
likely threat will be flooding, though several hazards were entertained in the
assessment of vulnerability to these facilities before being deemed a non-threat.
This analysis showed that a 100 year flood event would not likely damage any of
the facilities however a levee failure would impact most depending on the
location of the breach. If the breach were in a section of the levee which
parallels the City of Colusa, the City's Police Department, Fire Department and
County Courthouse would all be immediately affected to a moderate degree. If
the breach were on an eastern section of the levee, the hospital and Sheriff's
Department/Jail would be affected to a moderate degree. Business continuity
plans are in place for alternate locations of operation. Unless the breach were of
such a large scale as to flood the entire city, there would be alternate routes of
evacuation for each potential event. All of the scenarios are addressed in the
Operational Area Emergency Operations Plan.

Based on review of the County’s General Plan, population for the county is

estimated to grow from 14,800 in 1987 to 23,500 in 2010- a 58% change. In

light of the current boom in new construction in the County, this estimate may
be low. Most of the developments are occurring in areas outside of the flood
hazard areas. In relation to population being affected by flood events and other
hazards, there is a relatively low risk. The General Plan contains a Hazard

Reduction Policy which is upheld in all areas regardless of risk potential.

Although earthquake is a minimal threat, we have determined that any affect on
critical services listed above may be minor. There are no multiple story
structures housing those facilities, and all were constructed within earthquake
standards. The County Courthouse located in the City of Colusa is currently
undergoing a retrofit project.

None of the critical services listed above would be affected by wildfires.

Any governmental facility, school, emergency response agency or hospital can be
a target of domestic terrorism based on our risk assessment. The potential of a
terrorist threat in the County is extremely low.

-~ £ | oed HNGRY -1 oy =
3.4 Estimating Potential Losses

Colusa County has utilized historical loss data to estimate the potential dollar
losses if the County were to experience a flood event, the most likely hazard to



occur in this county. The vuinerable structures and facilities were identified
earlier in the planning process.

The County worked with the Department of Public Works, Assessor’s Office and
Office of Emergency Services to review the historical data on losses and current
values of structures and facilities. Also utilized were the Project Impact
publication Building Disaster Resistant Communities, N.F.L.P. maps, and parcel

maps.

As local flooding does not inundate any structure at any major depth, any one
structure would not experience a total loss, but damage to the first few feet from
the ground up. These types of losses still are costly.

Agricultural losses would be the most extensive losses experienced. Though
agricultural assessments have been made to address this, it would be difficult to
estimate the losses unless a matrix depicting the month of the year that the
flood occurred were made, cross referencing the crops planted. As several erops
may be planted in any one area throughout the year, several vulnerable areas
would need to be represented. Historical data shows several loss claims
throughout the year due to local flooding, with varied crops being affected.

Potential flood losses:

= Residential properties: $800,000
= Businesses: $500,000

No schools, government offices or facilities, hospitals or apartment complexes
are in a vulnerable area.

3.5 Analyzing Development Trends

Colusa County is centrally located in the State, is rural and located in the
northern Sacramento Valley, with 1,155 square miles of land. The county’s
population is estimated at 18,000. The majority of the County’s land use is
designated as cropland and undeveloped rangeland, with orchards, vineyards,
National Forest and National Wildlife Refuges designated as 45% of the
remaining land use. A small percentage is designated as communities with rural
subdivisions.

The Colusa County General plan was used to analyze development predictions
and compare to development trends. Land use development projects a 58%
change in the population, and that trend is holding true. The projection was
made in 1987, but not much of the development has been made until the last
couple of years, with a boom at the present time which may exceed the



projections by the year 2010, the projection goal year. No industry is being
developed at this ime. Some croplands are no longer being farmed and
becoming designated as wetlands. These changes will not cause a significant
change in the general land use plan.

The County’s Planning and Building department is closely monitoring residential
projects to be sure they don't fall into a hazard area for local flooding. As the
river levees are gradually becoming older, there has been consideration of
alternate protection of the developing communities from levee failure, IE,
setback levees.

3.6 Multi-jurisdictional Risk Assessment

Colusa County is centrally located in the state, is rural, and is located in the
northern Sacramento Valley, with 1,155 square miles of land. Localized flooding
is the most likely risk from a natural disaster to the area and is addressed in the
Mitigation Plan. There are two incorporated cities in the county, but neither one
has a vulnerability hazard distinctly of their own without being experienced by
the rest of the county.



Section 4
Mitigation Strategy
4.1 Local Mitigation Goals
The County of Colusa continues to meet with the Cities of Williams and Colusa to
review and analyze the risk assessment studies that have been performed.
Goals to determine how best to reduce these hazards were set. Those goals,

objectives and actions are as follows:

Goal 1: Reduce earthquake damage to the county.

Objective 1.1: Minimize damage to county infrastructure should an earthquake
occur.

Action 1.1.1: Enforce earthquake preparedness activities and inspections based
on City and County Codes.

Timeframe: 1 vear.

Funding: No additional funding necessary.

Objective 1.2: Educate the public on earthquake preparedness activities.
Action 1.1.2: Participate in the annual earthquake preparedness drill.
Timeframe: 1 year.

Funding: No additional funding necessary.

Objective 1.3: Minimize damage to County Courthouse should an earthquake
occur.

Action 1.1.3: Perform retrofit on two story building to bring building to code.
Timeframe: 3 years
Funding: Funded with grant obtained individually.

Goal 2: Reduce flood damage to the county.

Objective 2.1: Minimize damage to county infrastructure should flooding
incidents occur.



Action 2.2.1: Maintain flood control projects such as the Project Impact flood
- protection levee.

Timeframe: Ongoing.

Funding: Approximately $10,000 per year per project will be spent.

Goal 3. Reduce wildfire damage to the county.

Objective 3.1: Minimize wildfire damage to homes in wildfire prone areas.
Action 3.3.1: Enforce defensible zones around homes.

Timeframe: Ongoing.

Funding: Utilize existing fire and building inspection personnel.

Goal 4. Reduce potential loss by terrorist event

Objective 4.1. Minimize loss of life and property in County in the event of a
terrorist attack.

Action 4.4.1. Continue elevated threat analysis of critical infrastructure
throughout the county with coordinated effort of all three law enforcement
agencies.

Timeframe: Ongoing

Funding: Use of Homeland Security Grants to purchase response equipment for
acts of terrorism through W.M.D. and continue education on awareness.

4.2 Identification and Analysis of Mitigation Measures

The County of Colusa in conjunction with the Cities of Colusa and Williams has
identified several hazard mitigation projects that would benefit the City and will
be outlined in the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan. These have been identified in
the Planning Group Meetings, which included input form public works, fire,
0.E.S., other county and local government entities and the public. The hazard-
prone areas and the mitigation actions suggested for each are as follows:

e Westermn Colusa: Located in the area west of the City of Colusa and
previously prone to flooding from runoff water in times of extreme



precipitation. Recommend maintenance of flood protection levee
constructed from Project Impact funds. Levee protection has not been
tested since completion of project as no extreme weather has been
experienced.

e North of City of Williams: This area has experienced repetitive losses to
residences due to stream bank overflows during extreme precipitation.
Recommend use of public works to maintain stream banks.

e Western Colusa County: In mountainous areas where wildfires may occur,
secondary home owners must prepare a defensible space around these
homes to reduce, minimize or eliminate loss from wildfires. Fire personnel
are enforcing this, and the building inspector is instructing new home
owners/builders of the enforcement.

e Cities of Colusa and Williams: Though minimal, the potential for
earthquake damage exists. Homeowners, schools, city and county local
government should continue to receive education materials on earthquake
awareness and participate in the annual drill performed by the O.E.S. The
new housing areas will be targeted, as well, for dissemination of
earthquake awareness materials.

o County-Wide: Educate public on potential threat of flooding

e County Wide: Continue to educate law enforcement jurisdictions on
terrorism awareness; Sheriff, Colusa Police and Williams Police
Departments will continue with elevated awareness level; O.E.S. will utilize
grant funding available to purchase terrorism response equipment.

4.3 Implementation of Mitigation Measures

The County of Colusa has identified several hazard mitigation projects to be
included in the Hazard Mitigation Plan. These projects, along with the responsible
agency, the funding source, and listed by priority below.

The Planning Group met and concurred that flooding is the number one priority.
Wildfires and earthquakes are less likely to occur and, based on a cost-benefit
analysis, less costly. Past events have been included in the analysis to determine
priority, as well as the population in the areas of potential threat.



HAZARD Project Priority

FLOODING Educate county-wide on Medium
potential threats of
flooding; support flood
control efforts

Maintain flood protection Medium
infrastructure in place to
protect homes,
agribusiness west of City
of Colusa

Maintain stream bank Medium
integrity to protect
homes north of City of
Williams

WILDFIRE Creating defensible space Low
around secondary homes
in mountainous area

EARTHQUAKE Provide earthquake Low
preparedness education
for those in the fault area

TERRORISM Utilize grant funding to Low
purchase terrorism
response equipment, and
use to train personnel.
Continue elevated
awareness level

4.4 Multi-jurisdictional Mitigation Strategy

Colusa County’s Mitigation Plan encompasses three jurisdictions. Strategies for
hazard mitigation within the County were identified to reduce overall damage in
the County. Although a unified effort at reducing overall damage in the County is
being made, each jurisdiction will responsible for pursuing the actions that are
relevant to their jurisdictions. Those jurisdictions, along with their specific
actions, are listed below:

CITY OF COLUSA
Provide flood awareness education for schools, multi-family dwelling residents,
and residents of the city
Colusa Fire Office of Emergency Services
Ongoing




CITY OF WILLIAMS
Develop plan with Public Works to maintain and observe stream bank integrity
for flood protection to the area north of the City
Williams Fire Office of Emergency Services; City of Williams; County of
Colusa Department of Public Works
Ongoing

COLUSA OA
Support local agencies in their above efforts; Apply for grant funding to augment
local funding for training and potential response to all hazards listed within this
document.
Colusa County Sheriff's Office/Office of Emergency Services
Ongoing



SECTION 5
Plan Maintenance Procedures
5.1 Monitoring, Evaluating and Updating the Plan

The Colusa County Office of Emergency Services is solely responsible for the
updating of all existing plans within the Operational Area, such as the Emergency
Operations Plan, Area Plan, etc., and shall ensure that the Local Hazard
Mitigation Plan is updated as required every five years commencing in 2010, as
the adoption of this plan at the end of the year 2004. This is not to preclude any
updates deemed necessary in between that time. This plan will be viewed as a
living document with changes made to it as time progresses. In October of each
year, the O.E.S. shall evaluate the data present to determine if any updates to
the plan need to be made in a timelier manner than each five years and present
the changes to the State Hazard Mitigation Officer.

A public meeting will be hosted and publicized by the O.E.S. for any public input
on reviewing, modifying or updating the plan. This will coincide with the five
yvear analysis, but public comment will consistently be encouraged throughout
the years.

Each goal and objective will be reviewed to determine their relevance to the
changing environment of the O.A., as well as changes in State or federal policy,
and ensure that they are addressing current and expected conditions. The risk
assessment portion of the plan will also be reviewed to determine of this
information needs to be updated or modified. Status of the goals and objectives
will be checked to ensure their completion by the projected dates and a record
made of any modifications, how well the process is working, or
difficulties/progresses in reaching those goals. Any modifications will be made
within three months of the review. Should no modifications be necessary, the
justification for this determination will be given to the State Hazard Mitigation
Officer.

5.2 Implementation Through Existing Programs

Colusa County 0.E.S. works closely with all county and city offices on a regular
basis with regard to the General Plan, Uniform Fire Code, Building Code and
other plans. As we are a small county, it is the mechanism where
communication will be made to utilize the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan to
supplement plans in use by the Planning Department, Public Works Department,
Fire and Law Enforcement agencies. By implementing the L.H.M.P. in this
manner, building and land use codes will be augmented where necessary to



accommodate for any modification due to hazard analysis changes and to ensure
that protection of life and property is the forefront of all ongoing analysis.

5.3 Public Involvement

Colusa County encourages public involvement during all phases of the making of
the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan- the maintenance phase notwithstanding. A
public meeting hosted and publicized by the O.E.S. will coincide with the five
year annual review. Any public input before that time will be evaluated to
determine if an immediate review of the plan is necessary. A copy of the plan
will be available for review by the public by being on file with the Board of
Supervisors while a copy will be maintained at the O.E.S. Any inquiries on
specific sections can be made to the O.E.S. with technical assistance provided.
Public comments will be recorded by the O.E.S. and will be kept as a supplement
to the plan and used when performing the required review of the plan.



SECTION 6
ADDITIONAL STATE AND FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS
6.1 Environmental Protection and Historic Preservation Laws

The Colusa County O.E.S. has reviewed each project for components that would
require compliance with State and federal laws, especially Environmental
Protection and Historic Preservation Laws. None of the projects would be so
invasive as to cause any damage to any protected wetland, ecological or human
environment. No historical site would be impacted by the projects listed within
this plan. The O.E.S. will review these laws on a regular basis to ensure that no
change in said laws will become an issue due to project activities. By working
with local entities of State resource agencies we will ensure that awareness of
any adverse activities will be monitored at all phases of each project.



SECTION 7
APPENDICES
A) Map of County of Colusa

B) Map of Colusa project
C) Map of Williams project



SECTION 8

REFERENCES

' Colusa County General Plan, Colusa County Planning Department, 1988

Colusa Basin Appraisal, State of California: The Resources Agency, Department
of Water Resources Northern District, Office of the Governor, May 1990

Flood Mitigation Study, Wood Rodgers, July 2003
Powell Slough Levee Hydraulic Analysis, HDR, January 1999
USGS Maps

Colusa County Operational Area Emergency Operations Plan, Colusa County OES,
2003

Building Disaster Resistant Communities, FEMA, 1998
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